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Mr  Urban,  June  14. 

A  S  1  confider  your  Mifcellany  not 
f\.  only  as  containing  an  epitome  of 
fcience,  hut  likevvife  as  a  record  of 
events,  of  which  future  generations 
may  inftru&ively  avail  themfelves,  I 
have  prefumed  to  requeft  the  infertion 
of  the  account  1  now  tranfmit  of  the 
third  fefiival  of  the  Royal  Jennerian 
Society.  Future  ages,  which  will  only 
know  the  Small-pox  by  name  and 
hiflory,  may  turn  over  your  pages,  and 
perufe  an  accurate  relation  of  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  the  Society  inftituted 
for  the  purpofeof  exterminating  the  molt 
fatal  difeafe  that  ever  vifited  the  earth, 
and  contemplate  with  national  pride  and 
gratitude  that  an  Englifh  Jenner  was 
the  happy  difcoverer  of  the  means  of 
its  extirpation.  Thofe  fuperficial  inft- 
nuations  of  its  being  a  beftial  difeafe, 
and  other  unfounded  notions  refpe&ing 
ail  animal,  one  of  the  cleaned  around 
us,  and  one  of  the  moil  healthy  in  its 
produ&s,  affording  food  fuited  for  every 
period  of  life,  and  from  its  udder  fa- 
lubrious  milk  for  infants,  as  well  as  a 
remedy  for  them  derived  from  the  fame 
lource  againft  the  Small-pox,  will  no 
longer  influence  th& igmmmr,  or  alarm 
the  timid.  That  fome  millakes  may 
have  arifen  from  the  introduction  of 
improper  matter,  or  from  fome  confli- 
tutional  caufe,  may  be  admitted  ;  and 
indeed,  confidering  the  numbers  who 
have  been  inoculated  in  almofl  every 
part  of  the  world  by  practitioners  little 
acquainted  with  the  fubjeCt  of  Vacci¬ 
nation,  it  is  matter  of  furprife  that  fo 
fmall  a  number  of  failures  have  oc¬ 
curred,  which  probably  future  expe¬ 
rience  will  prevent. 

Friday,  the  17th  of  May,  being  the 
birth-day  of  Dr.  Jenner,  and  fixed 
by  the  rules  for  the  Fefiival  of  the 
Royal  Jennerian  Society,  between  two 
and  three  hundred  of  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Inflitution  aflembled  at 
the  London  Tavern  ;  among  whom 
wfere  the  Earl  of  Berkeley,  Lords 
Grantley  and  Durfley,  General  Comte 
de  Witz,  and  many  other  perfdns  dif- 
tinguilhed  for  their  rank  and  bene¬ 
volence. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York  had  exp  refled  his  intention  of 
honouring  the  Society  by  taking  the 
Chair  j  but,  upon  dinner  being  an¬ 
nounced,  Benjamin  Travers,  Efq.  one 
©if  the  Truftees,  begged  leave  t»  read 
©ent.  Mag.  June,  18 $5. 
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the  following  letter  from  His  Royal 
Highnefs  to  the  Earl  of  Berkeley : 

“  My  dear  Lord, 

“  I  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  ac¬ 
quainting  your  Lordthip  that,  fince  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  you,  I  have  received 
His  Majefty’s  commands  to  attend  him  at 
the  review  of  the  Artillery  at  Woolwich 
on  Friday  next ;  in  confequence  of  which 
I  have  to  regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power  to  dine  with  the  Jennerian  Society 
on  that  day,  as  I  had  intended,  as  I  could 
not  poffibly  be  there  in  fufficient  time. 

“  May  I  requeft  your  tordfhip  will  have 
the  goodnefs  to  exprefs  to  the  Society  hovv 
lorry  I  am  that  I  am  prevented  from  attend¬ 
ing  the  meeting  upon  this  occafion,  of  ah 
eftablifhment  fo  highly  ufeful  and  benefi¬ 
cial  to  the  country,  and  to  humanity  in 
general. 

“  Believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Lord, 
moft  fincerely  yours,  Frederick. 
“  The  Right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Berkeley.’* 

Mr.  Travers  then  moved  that  the 
Earl  of  Berkeley  be  requelled  to  take 
the  Chair,  which  was  agreed  to  with 
great  and  univerfal  applaufe. 

After  dinner,  the  company  were  en¬ 
tertained  by  Non  710 bis,  Domihc ,  per¬ 
formed  in  moll  excellent  ftyle  bv  lade- 
don,  Leete,  Hill,  and  Taylor. 

The  King  and  Queen  as  the  Patron 
and  Patronefs,  the  Princefs  of  Wales 
and  the  Princefles  as  Vice-patroneffes 
and  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  other 
Vice  Patrons,  were  then  propofed. 
After  which  the  health  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  Prefident,  was  given. 

Mr.  Murray,  the  Secretary,  then  flatefr 
to  the  meeting,  that  the'  Duke  was 
unfortunately  prevented  from  attend- 
ing ;  and  read  the  following  very  hand¬ 
some  letter  from  his  Grace  .* 

(<  Sir,  Stable  Yard,  May  17,  1805; 

.  “  1  have  to  lament  that  unavoidable 
circumftances  prevent  ihy  attending  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Jennerian 
Society  this  day;  and  the  more  fo,  a* 
His  Royal  Highnefs  .  the  Duke  of  York 
honours  the  Inflitution  by  taking  the 
Chair.  ^ 

May  I  beg  of  you  to  offer  ihy  apologies 
to  His  Royal  Highnefs?  and  to  aflure  the 
Society  of  my  unvarying  zeal  for  its  iri- 
terefls,  and  my  earneft  and  anxious  hope 
that  its  progrefs  may  be  uninterruptedly 
fuccefsful  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  and  laudable  end  it  has  in  view.  1 
am,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Bedforo.'* 

P  To  Mi.  C.  Murray,  Secretary  to  the 

IWyal  Society.” 
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The  next  toafl  propofed  was  “  Dr. 
Jenner,  the  Father  of  the  Vaccine 
Inoculation.”  This  was  received  with 
the  moft  rap'urous  enthufiafm ;  and 
when  the  Doctor  rofe  to  fpeak,  foch 
were  the  loud  acclamations,  and  re¬ 
peated  b writs  of  applaufe,  that  it  was 
long  before  he  could  be  heard.  When 
filence  was  procured,  he  addieflyd  the 
company'vvith  that  artlefs  fimplicity  and 
dignity  of  manner,  which  equally  diftin- 
g-nifh  his  language  in  fpeaking  and  wri¬ 
ting.  After  thanking  the  noble  Lord  in 
the  Chair  for  propofing  his  health,  and 
exprefling  the  obligations  he  was  un¬ 
der  to  the  company  for  receiving  it  in 
a  manner  fo  very  flattering  to  his  feel¬ 
ings,  Dr.  Jenifer  apologized  for  his 
abfence  at  the  laft  Feftival,  which,  he 
faid,  arofe  from  unforefeen  circum- 
fiances  ;  “  but  now.”  he  faid,  “  I  meet 
you,  gentlemen,  with  a  heart  exulting 
at  the  rapid  manner  in  which  I  per¬ 
ceive  Vaccination  is  fpreading  over  the 
earth.  If  we  dire  A  our  eyes  to  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  we  fhall  there 
find*  it  universally  adopted  ;  if  to  the 
Continent  of  America,  we  fhall  fee  that 
there  it  is  as  generally  and  fuccefsfully 
praAifed,  from  its  Northern  to  its  mod 
Southern  extremity.  In  India,  the 
rapid  manner  in  which  it  has  fpread 
through  all  the  European  fettlemerus 
muft  be  a  caufe  of  general  exultation. 
We  find  that  Eftabltfhments  for  the 
extermination  of  the  Small-pox  nave 
been  formed  under  the  wifefl  regula¬ 
tions  in  Bengal,  Madras,  Bombay,  and 
Cevlori,  and'  that  great  multitudes  of 
people  of  every  defcriptiou  hare  re¬ 
ceived  the  benefit  of  our  ptopbylaAie  ” 
X)r,  Jenner  then  mentioned,  as  con¬ 
vincing  proofs  of  the  power  of  the 
Vaccine  to  overcome  the  Small-pox,  a 
late  communication  from  his  friend 
Dr.  De  Carro  at.  Vienna,  a  city  where 
lhat’difeafe  had  committed  its  ufual 
devaluations  for  many  centuries  pall. 
Dr,  De  Carro  dates  that,  in  the  year 
1804,  the  bills  of  mortality  exhibited 
two  deaths  only  by  the  Small-  pox,  one 
the  child  of  a  boatman,  who  caught  it 
on  the  Danube;  the  other  a  child  fei>t 
pr.evioully  infeAed  from  a  d  i  ft  ant  part 
of  the  country  to  the  Foundling  Hof- 
pkal.  This  was  not  the  only  account 
of  the  kind  he  had  received  ;  the  cities 
of  Berlin  and  Geneva  having  to  boafl 
of  being  in  like  manner  freed  from  the 
deftruAive  and  Joathfome  mo n Her.  Dr. 
1.  then  faid  he  would  not  trouble  the 
aflehildy  by  going  into  farther,  details 


of  the  happv  progrefs  of  the  Vaccine 
abroad,  which  he  could  do  to  any 
extent;  and,  under  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  he  was  firmly  of  opinion  that 
our  labours  in  exterminating  the  Small¬ 
pox  would  eventually  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  He  then  concluded  by  thank¬ 
ing  the  Society  for  their  kind  attention 
in  leleAing  this  his  natal  day  for  the 
celebration  of  their  Annual' Feftival. 

This  was  flucc ceded  bv  the  follow¬ 
ing  pathetic  ballad  -  which  was  de¬ 
livered  in  a  very  harmonious  ftiie  by 
Mr.  Jeans. 

THE  BLIND  BOY  OF  THE  VILLAGE. 

Tune,  “The  poor  Black  Boy,”  in  The  Prize. 

I  once  faw  funfhine  1  ah  the  day  ! 

My  morn  -of  life  as  morn  was  gay ; 

All  then  was  joy. 

But  now  my  day  is  clouded  o’er. 

The  bkffed  light  I  fee  no  more ; 

A  poor  blind  boy. 

When  to  our  vale  the  Small-pox  came. 
To  feize  on  many  a  tender  frame. 

And  health  deftroy; 

From  head  to  foot  one  grievous  fore  ; 

My  life  was  fpar’d — light  I  deplore, 

A  poor  blind  boy. 

No  friendly  Jenner  then  could  fay 
How  furc  the  raging  peft  to  ftay. 
Mankind’s  annoy. 

•’Twas  then  unknown  the  Cow  did  bcai 
A  cure  that  fhould  hereafter  fpare 
A  poor  blind  boy. 

Ye  tender  parents,  hail  the  gueft 
That  comes  to  ftay  the  deadly  peft 
That  kills  your  joy. 

The  gracious  gift,  Ot  do  not  fpum. 

Left  you  lament  with  fond  concern 
A  poor  blind  boy. 

To  me  it  fooths  the  bitter  fmart, 

Difi tiling  blifs  into  my  heart. 

Without  alloy ; 

To  think  no  brother  hence  fhall  wail. 
Or  have  to  tell  the  mournful  tale, 

A  poor  blind  boy. 

But,  though  of  fight  I  am  bereft. 

Yet  many  a  comfort  I  have  left. 

My  fong  t’  employ. 

To  Heaven ,  th  rough  J  e  n  n  e  r  ,  do  we  owe, 
A  bleffmg  to  prevent  the  woe, 

A  poor  blind  hoy. 

Soon  afterwards,  Benjamin  Travers, 
efq,  one  of  the  Trufiees  of  the  Royal 
Jennerian  Society,  informed  the  com¬ 
pany  that  he  had  received  fome  appro¬ 
priate  verfes  from  his  friend  Dr.  Lett- 

—  an  »■»■■  ■■  ..■■n.M.  I  «■  ■  ■  11  m m 

*  Communicated  to  the -Treafurer,  by 
Dr.  Lettfom,  as  the  compofition  of  the 
Rev.  James  Plumptre,  of  Clare-hall, 
Cambridge:  •  ■ 

tom. 
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fom,  the  author  of  which  was  an  Ame¬ 
rican  ;  and,  as  he  had  no  doubt  of 
their  affording  general  fatisfd6lion,  he 
would  read  them  for  the  gratification 
of  the  company. 

To  Dr.  Jenner,  on  his  invaluable 
Dil’covery.  , 

Jenner  !  permit  a  Mule  unknown  to  fame 
To  twine  a  fcanty  wreath  around  thy  name. 
Proceed,  and  profper  in  the  generous  plan 
Of  mitigating  woes  of  fuff’ring  man. 
While  gentle  Peace  exhales  her  fragrant 
breath, 

*Tis  thine  to  blunt  another  dart  of  Death  ! 
In  Pity’s  fervice  bear  a  noble  part ;  [heart : 
Nor  check  the  ardour  of  thy  glowing 
To  quench  the  burning  pang,  the  fev’rifh 
groan,  [ffirone. 

Muft  fure  be  incenfe  fvveet  at  Mercy's 
Go  on ;  l’ecure  that  Heaven  thy  views  will 
blefs,  [Tuccefs.- 

And  crown  thy  efforts  with  the  wifh’d 
At  length  the  ilaught’rous  rage  of  War 
muft  ceafe,  [Peace. 

Ah!  then,  go  forward  in  the  works  of 
in  foreraoft  rank,  with  fpotlels  flag  un¬ 
furl’d, 

Publifh  thy  million  to  a  lift’ning  world. 
Behold !  our  plains  luxuriant  catch  the 
found,  .  [round ; 

And  fpread  with  joy  the  grateful  tidings 
Midft  hardy  fons  of  Northern  lands  begun, 
They  reach  the  climes  that  own  a  burning 
fun  ; 

O’er  the  blue  mills  of  Alleghany  rife, 
Minglingwith  pureft  gales  of  Weftern  fkies  j 
Down  the  bold  ftream  of  wild  Ohio  roll. 
And  fill  with  pleating  awe' the  farmer’s  foul ; 
Diffpfing  balmy  comfort  far  and  wide, 
Float  on  the  waves  of  Miffiffippi’s  tide. 
E’en  midft  the  foreft’s  dark  and  gloomy 
round,  '  [refound, 

Where  yet  the  woodman’s  axe  did  ne’er 
The  future  mothers,  as  their  babes  th^y 
kifs, 

Shall  breathe  a  prayer  to  Heaven  for 
'Jenner’s  blils. 

Mr.  Travers  then  mold  fully  en¬ 
tered  into  the  rife,  progress,  and  future 
views  of  the  Society,  with  a  perlpi- 
cuity,  manner,  and.  animation,  which 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  convcv,  whillt 
it  riveted  the  attention  of  a  lillening 
audience;  the  fu-bftance  of  which,  as 
nearly  as  could  he  recollected  by  the 
writer  o  this  faint  detail,  was  as  follows: 

“  The  firft  ftep  we  took,”  he  obferved, 
“  when  refolved  to  eftablifh  this  inftitu- 
tion,  was  to  engage  the  patronage  of  the 
King,  Queen,  and  other  branches  of  the 
Royal  Family,  who  refpedtivelv  became 
its  Patrons  and  Patronefles  ;  and  whatever 
the  difficulties  in  its  firft  formation,  like 
the  Sun  at  its  riling,  which  is  often 


fhrouded  with  a  thick  mift,  which  its 
meridian  ftr'ength  and  brightnefs  dil’perfes, 
and  afterwards  diffufes  light  and  health 
and  joy  throughout  the  univerfe  ;  fo  this 
Society,  in  a  little  more  than  two  years, 

.  and  at  a  period  when  upwards  of  2000 
perfons,  upon  an  average  of  the  laft  50 
years,  had  fallen  viftims  to  the  Small¬ 
pox  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  had 
effected  a  reduction  in  the  deaths  in  the 
firft  of  800,  in  the  fecond  year  of  1400, 
and,  upon  an  gverage  of  four  months,  of 
17oo  in  the  prefen t  year  ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  injudicious  conduft  of.  the 
Hofpital  at  Pancras,  which,  by  inoculating 
perfons  with  variolous  matter,  and  turn¬ 
ing  them  loofe  into  fociecy,  counteradted 
thefe  benevolent  exertions,  a  much  larger 
decreale  of  deaths  might  have  been  ex- 
pedted.” 

The  impreffion  made  upon  the  com¬ 
pany  was  verv  obfe.yabie,  and  honou¬ 
rable  to  their  feelings  as  men  and  citi¬ 
zens  ;  and  we  cannot  but  agree  with 
him  that  this  dangerous  practice  fhould 
be  immediately  dilcominued  ;  for,  while 
infection  is  kept  alive  by  inoculating; 
variolous  matter,  tt  be  utterly  im- 
pollute  to  exterminate,  the  Small-pox, 

Mr. Travers  was  afterwards  very 
happy  in  feveraJ  ftrong  and  impreflive 
appeals  upon  this  liibjedl,  in  r<  ply  to 
Mr.  Highmore,  Secretary  to  the  Small¬ 
pox  Hofpital  y  and  abundantly  con¬ 
vinced  us  of  the  necefniy  of  adopting, 
the  molt  rigid' regulations  refpebding 
Inoculation  of  Variolous,  matter. 

<c  Is  .it,”, laid  he,  “  probable,  -that,  pro¬ 
vided  the  Pancras  Inftitution  (Si^all-pdx 
1  Hofpital!  did  not  exift,  that  a  fociety  of 
gentlemen -would  'be  found  ,t$  let  fuch  a 
one  on  root?  I  yarn  .confident  that,  with 
every  exertion,  they  could  not  raife  100  1. 
Is  it  then  wile  or  expedient  to.  continue 
an  Inftitution,  the  neceflity  of  which  is 
•  fo  queftionable,  and  the  eftablifh  merit  fo  • 
-  impracticable  ?  and  would  fuch  an  infii- 
tution  be  endured  upon  the  Continent  ?’:■ 

Mr.  Travers  then  took  a  view  of  the 
Societies  which  had  been  formed  ii^ 
different  parts  of  the  world  for  the  ex¬ 
termination  of  the  Small-pox,  and  par-, 
ticularlv  in  France,  patronized  by 
Chaptal,  Miniffer  of  the  Interior ;  and 
urged  it  home  to  the  feelings  of  his 
audience;  . 

“That  it  was  a  national  undertaking, 
and  that  every  one  who  wifhed  well  to, 
his  country  ought  to  ftep  forward  in  its 
fuppprt;  that,  if  an  increafe  of  children 
was  a  nation’s  ftrength,  an  axiom  never 
fo  be  forgotten,  the  refc.ue  of  children 

from  au  untimsly  grave  produced  the  fame 

efieft, 
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effect,  and  was  entitled  to  the  fame 
fupport.” 

After  Hating  the  funds  of  the  Society, 
and  it*  reliance  chiefly  on  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  its  friends,  under  the  preffure 
of  its  unavoidable  burdens  ;  obferving, 

*l  that  it  might  be  laid  to  carry  on  an 
wholefale  bufinefs,  from  the  inceffant 
demands  for  matter  from  every  part  of 
the  world  j’’  he  concluded  his  ani¬ 
mated  add  refs,  in  which  he  feemed  to 
pour  out  his  whole  heart  i*n  favour  of 
this  molt  philanthropic  Inllitution,  and 
left  fucli  an  impreffion  on  the  minds  of 
tbofe  who  heard  him,  as  cannot  be  loon 
effaced. 

When  Mr.  Travers  fat  down,  Lord 
Grantley  propofed  his  health,  which 
Was  received  with  the  mod  flattering 
marks  of  approbation.  Mr.  Ring,  Dr. 
Walker,  and  others,  feverallv  com¬ 
municated  fome  intereflmg  fa6ls  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  practice  of  Inoculation, 
which  were  verv  cordially  received. 

The  Rev.  Rowland  Hill  then\ad- 
drelTed  the  Society  in.  the  following 
jmpvellive  fpeech  : 

“  Gentlemen,  We  are  doing  the  greateft 
honour  to  our  own  chara&er  while  we 
are  active  for  the  prefervation  of  human 
life,  and  for  the  alleviation  of  human  woe. 
How  far  I  may  be  thought  to  have  a  frnail 
Claim  to  fueb  honours  from  my  efforts  to 
promote  the  Vaccine  Inoculation,  I  will 
not  prefume  to  fay;  but  with  my  own 
hand  I  have  inoculated  3000  people  in 
different ’parts  in 'the  country.  A  little 
time  ago  I  went  down  to  Chatham  ;  and, 
having-  heard  that !  the  Small-pox  was 
raging  there,  and  finding  that  fome  of  the 
medical  gentlemen  were  adverle  to  inocu¬ 
lation  from  motives  of  delicacy  towards 
each  other  (while  others,  much  to’ their 
credit,  had  exerted  their  benevolent ’en¬ 
deavours),  regardleis  of  Offending  fuch 
profeffbrsi  I  took  out  my  lancet,  and 
inoculated  in  two  days  no'  lefs  than  3  0 
perfons  ;  after  which  the  medical  gentle¬ 
men  became  inoculators  of: ’the  poor,  and 
■%’ ere  completely  relieved  from  their  di¬ 
lemma’;  andhdnce  many  lives  were  laved. 
In  like  manner  I  put  a  flop  to  the  ravages 
l^f  the  Small-pox  atClaphara,  by  adopting 
the  fame  line  of  ednduft,  at  the  exprefs 
invitation  of  the  poor,'1  of  whom  I  inocu¬ 
lated  upwards  of  SO  ;  and  aifo-  under  the 
wing  of  Surrey  chapel  2,800  fubje&s  have 
been  vaccinated.  I  have  hkewtfe  in- 
firutded  the  Rev.  Mr.  Qriffin  of  Portf- 
fnouth,  andfeveral  other  minifters,  in  the 
art  of  Vaccination  ;  fo  tbat,/b^,thefe  aids, 
I  may  add,  that  upwaVds  of  3000  perfons 
jnore  have  been  inoculated  under  my  ad¬ 
vice  and  inftrilttions.  Confidering,  there¬ 


fore,  myfelf  as  the  moculator  of  3000,  and 
that  one  out  of  every  fix  would  have  died 
of  the  Small-pox,  I  can  hold  up  my  hand 
as  the  happy  preferver  of  500  human 
lives ;  but  if  I  v/ere  to  add  to  the  lilt  thofe 
who  have  been  inoculated  by  my  in< 
fluence,  I  may  claim  loop  more.  ftill 
fuppofing  the  lofs  of  one  in  fix  by.  the 
Small-pox,  the  whole  amount  of  live*, 
preferved  by  me  will  amount  to  no  lei* 
than  1500  1” 


The  reverend  gentleman  then,  turning 
towards  Dr.  Jenner,  exp  relied  himfetf 
in  an  animated  manner  nearly  in  thefe 
words  : 

“  What  avails  this  little  boaft,  when  I 
fiand  by  my  very  refpeftable'  Friend.!  I 
know  he  will  allow  me  to  call  him  my 
Friend ;  and  an  higher  honour  I  need  not 
claim,  for  he  has  been  the  preferver  of 
the  lives  of  millions.  By  him  I  was  en¬ 
tirely  influenced  to  take  a  part  in  this 
niofl  happy  difeovery,  from  the  high  opir 
nion  I  entertained  of  the  ability  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  Phyfician,  who  had  pre¬ 
ferved  more  lives  than  any  other  perfon 
fines  the  exi Hence  of  the  human  race/*' 
Mr.  Hill  next  remarked,  “  that  he  never  ' 
knew  a  fingle  inftance  of  a  perfon  inocu¬ 
lated  with  the  Cow-pock,  who  afterwards 
tqok  the  Small-pox  ;  though  he  believed 
tiiat  fome  very  rare  inftances  might  be 
produced,  in  which  the  Small-pox  had 
afterwards  taken  effect. ;  at  the  lame  time 
he  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  in  fiances 
of  this  kind  were  frequent  after  the  inocu¬ 
lation  of  the  Small-pox  itfelf*  and  if  this 
was  the  cafe,  the  Vaccine  inoculation 
may  be  coniidered  as”  having  obtained  a 
complete  victory  over  the  Variolous  in¬ 
oculation,  So  zealous  was  he  to  extend 
the  blefiings  of  this  new  inoculation,  that 
he  wifhed  the  Ladies  to  become  Inocula¬ 
tors  ;  for  io  fi tuple  and  e'aiy  was  the  pro- 
cefs,  as  fcarcely  to  require  the  aid  of  pro- 
feflional  gentlemen;  and  though  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  they  merited  every  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  wealthy ;  yet,  that  to  iuf- 
fer  the  poor  to  perifh  for  want  of  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  fuch  an  ealy  preventive, 
could  not  but  be  deemed  a  raoft  cruel 
and  criminal  neglect.” 

Hb  concluded  by  obferving,  “  that  as 
complaints  had  been  made,  by  fome  who 
had  fpoken  during  this  feftivity,  that  the 
Clergy  in  general  had  not  fhewn  thera- 
felves  fufi^ciently  a6tive  in  promoting  this 
rnoft  merciful  difeovery;  that  as  a  Cler¬ 
gyman,  though  undignified,  he  had  ex¬ 
erted  him  ft  If  with  fome  fucceis,  in,  the 
prefervation  of  the  hurfiari  race,  by  pro¬ 
moting,  by  every  meafure  in  his  power, 
the  extension  of  Vaccine  inoculation, — 
this  odium  was  in  fome  meafure  removed  /*■ 
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It  would  occupy  too  much  fpace  to 
sdetail  the  fentiments  of  each  fpeaker 
who  appeared  upon  this  occafion  ;  but 
we  mu(l  not  omit  to  notice  the  obfer- 
vations  of  John  Addington,  efq.  who 
read  to  the  meeting  a  mod  interelting 
addrefs  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Booker,  of 
Dudley ;  who,  foon  after  the  import¬ 
ant  difcovery  by  Dr.  Jenner,  publifhed 
an  eloquent  Sermon,  powerfully  recom¬ 
mending  this  ineliimable  pra6lice  ;  and 
whofe  <earlv,  zealous,  and  active  fer- 
vices  elfemially  contributed  to  pro¬ 
mote  it.  The  length  of  Dr.  B.’s  va¬ 
luable  communication  precludes  ns 
from  giving  any  thing  more  than  the 
following  extract : 

“  I  refide  (fays  the  Dodlor)  in  a  parifh 
that  contains  not  lefsthan  14,000  perfons, 
where,  in  my  prdfeffion  of  Clergyman,  l 
have,  previous  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Vaccine  inoculation,  frequently  buried, 
day  after  day,  feveral  (and  once  as  many 
as  eight)  viftims  of  the  Small  Pox.  But 
fince  the  parifh  has  been  bleffed  with  the 
invaluable  boon  of  Divine  Providence, 
introduced  among  us  nearly  four  years 
ago,  only  two  victims  have  fallen  a  prey 
to  the  above  ravaging  diforder.  In  the 
furrohnding  Villages,  like  an  infatiable 
Molock,  it  has  lately  been  devouring  vafl 
numbers,  where  Obftinacy  and  Prejudice 
have  precluded  the  Jennerian  protective 
bleliing ;  and  not  a  few  of  the  infedted 
vi&ims  have  been  brought  for  interment 
jn  our  cemeteries  :  yet,  though  thoufands 
have  thus  fallen  beiide  us,  the  fatal  pef- 
tilence  has  not  hitherto  again  come  nigh 
pur  dwelling.  The  Spirit  of  Jenner  hath 
flood  between  the  dead  andthe  living,” 
and  i(  the  plague  has  been  Payed.”  Mul¬ 
titudes  in  my  neighbourhood  have  received 
the  benefit  of  Vaccine  inoculation,  with¬ 
out  any  inconvenience  to  a  (ingle  indivi¬ 
dual  ;  and  fo  clefervedly  popular  is  it  be¬ 
come,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year, 
hearly  3000  had  that  benefit  extended  to 
them,  within  the  fpace  of  three  weeks, 
by  one  ingenious  ornament  of  the  medical 
profelfion,  whom  I  am  proud  to  call  my 
friend.” 

Then,  after  deploring  the  fatal  con- 
f'eqnences  of  that  prejudice  which  ftill 
exilis  in  the  mind§  of  fome  individuals, 
he  meimotis  a  linking  occurrence  in 
his  neighbourhood,  where  a  woman 
far  advanced  in  life,  who  had  caught 
the  Cow-pock  when  voting,  had  twenty 
years  afterwards  refilled  the  injection 
of  the  Small-pox,  amidii  the  virulent 
contagion  of  a  hufband  and  five  chil¬ 
dren  labouring  under  tie  utmoli  feve- 
rity  of  that  loathfome  difeafe  j  and  at 
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the  end  of  another  twenty  years,  being 
forty  from  her  firft  receiving  the  Vao 
cine  prefenrative,  again  undergoing  * 
fimilar  ordeal  in  nurfing  foqr  of  her 
grand-children,  who  all  fell  vi6lims  to 
the  Small-pox.  The  Doclor  then  fays  : 

“  Having  fuch  abundant  proof,  that 
the  efficacy  of  the  Cow-pock  is  as  lafting 
as  the  means  are  fimple,  may  we  not  ad¬ 
drefs  the  benevolent  Difcoverer,  and  in 
the  words  of  the  Poet,  fay, 

Te  Meiter  omms, — te  lachrymalilis 
Accurst  Uxor ,  ns  caducum 
Qrba  virum  Puerofque  plorety 
Ssu  confcuentis  forte  timet  notas 
Decora  Fir  go — tu  faciem  eripis 
Periclinantem ,  protegifque 
Delicias  Juvenum  futiiras*.” 

After  a  warm  and  energetic  tribute  to 
the  great  Difcoverer  of  this  bleliing. 
Dr.  B.  adds  ; 

“  If  a  Roman,  who  preferved  the  life 
©f  one  citizen,  was  rewarded  with  a  civic 
crown ;  what  reward  fhall  be  prefented 
to  Him  who  preferves  the  lives  o-f  mil¬ 
lions  ?  If  divine  Honours  were  paid  to 
Hippocrates  for  expelling  the  Plague  from 
Athens  for  a  feafon ;  what  Honours  are 
not  due  to  Him  who  abfolutely  extermi¬ 
nates  a  more  deftrudlive  Peftilence  from 
the  face  of  the  whole  Earth  ?  Let  us  not 
envy  him  his  feelings  ;  but  let  us  partici¬ 
pate  in  them,  by  co-operating  with  him 
in  his  beneficent  purfuits :  let  us,  like 
him,  labour  to  fave  the  lives  of  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures.  Long  may  he  live  to  en¬ 
joy  his  feelings  !  his  greateft,  his  belt 
remuneration  ; — the  pecuniary  one  he  has 
received  accords  not  with  the  ftupendous 
benefit.  Let  Britifh  Juftice  augment  it ; 
if  not  by  increafing  his  means  to  do  good, 
by  adopting  fome  plan  to  eternize  his 
name.  But  this  is  already  done.  A 
grateful  and  admiring  world  has  enrolled 
that  revered  name  among  the  greateft  of 
human  Benefadtors;  lurrounded,  when¬ 
ever  he  walks  on  the  peopled  globe,  with 
monuments  to  his  fame,  far  more  valu¬ 
able  than  thofe  fef  marble  or  of  gold,— <- 
with  living  monuments,  fafhioned  by 
“  The  Hand  Divine,” — with  manly  vi¬ 
gour  unimpaired, — with  female  lovelinefs 
undefpoiled  of  thofe  charms  which  a  de- 
folating  peft  has  fo  long  made  its  prey, — 
with  a  race  of  beings  now  but  little  lower 
than  the  .Angels,  and  enabled,  through 
the  aids  of  Revelation,  to  rife  to  an. 
equality  with  thofe  exalted  intelligences 
in  the  regions  of  immortality  and  glory  V* 

The  luccefs  of  Dr.  Booker’s  benevo¬ 
lent  exertions,  and  the  example  which 

*  See  Mr.  King’s  tranflation,  of  Mr^ 
Anfiey’s  Ode,  p.  3‘2(h 

they 
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they*  afford,  we  deem  of  the  utmofl 
importance  in  the  canfe  of  Vaccination  ; 
and,  on  introducing  the  fubjecl,  Mr. 
Addington  remarked  : 

Ci  That  the  extirpation  of  the  Small¬ 
pox  from  the  populous  town  of  Dudley 
muft  be  attributed  principally  to  the  un¬ 
remitting  zeal  of  the  above  learned  Divine  ; 
who  had  early  dire&ed  the  attention  of 
his  numerous  parifhioners  to  the  preven¬ 
tive  fyftem  of  Vaccination,  by  preaching 
exprefily  upon  it,  and  by  diftributing,  n 
the  baptifm  of  infants,  a  perfuafive  ad- 
drefs  to  parents,  in  imitation  of  a  prac¬ 
tice  adopted  by  the  Clergy  at  Geneva ; 
and  which  had  been  the  means  of  totally 
eradicating  the  Small-pox  from  a  whole 
diftrift  there.  That  Dr.  B.  had  alfo  taken 
» every  opportunity  of  conferring  with  his 
medical  friends  in  the  place,  and  of  keep¬ 
ing  up,  in  every  poffibie  way,  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fubje£t.” 
Hence  Mr.  A  idington  noticed,  “  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  aflilling 
influence  of  the  Clergy  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  towards  attaining  the  greater!  ob- 
jefil  that  ever  interefted  mankind  ;  as,”  he 
obferved,  “  it  was  worthy  of  remark,  that 
every  diftri6l  or  town  where  the  extermi¬ 
nation  of  the  Small-pox  had  happily  beep 
effected,  it  was  done  through  the  exertions 
of  perfons  of  influence,  efpecially  the 
clergy.”  And  he  concluded  with  ex¬ 
prefling  his  perfuafion,  “  that  a  general 
co-operation  of  the  Clergy  of  all  deno¬ 
minations,  throughout  the  kingdom,  with 
the  Royal  Jennerian  Society,  would  be 
the  moll  efficacious,  and  indeed  the  only 
means  of  completely  effecting  the  great 
deligns  of  that  truly  patriotic  and  benevo¬ 
lent  Inftitution.” 

It  is  a  circumftfnce  of  fpine  cenfe- 


quence  to  the  caufe  in  which  the  So* 
eiety  has  engaged,  to  llate,  that  among 
the  company  prefent,  were  many  of 
the  firft  practitioners  of  Medicine  in 
the  Metropolis  ;  and  when,  in  addition 
to  their  uniform  and  concurrent  tefii- 
mony  as  to  the  efficacy  of  this  great 
difcovery  in  medical  feience,  fiich  men 
can  be  drawn  from  their  prefling  avo¬ 
cations,  devoting  a  portion  of  their 
valuable  time  to  “  the  feaft  of  reafon, 
and  the  flow  of  foul,”  on  an  occafion 
like  the  prefent,  hailing  the  anmverfary 
of  a  day  that  gave  a  Jenner  to  the 
world;  furely  an  enlightened  Nation 
like  ours  muft  be  vet  more  confidently 
imprefl'ed  with  the  liability  of  this  pre¬ 
ventive  plan,  and  incited  to  co-operate 
in  giving  it  every  poffibie  effe6l. 

Upon  the  whole,  contemplating  the 
vaft  importance  of  Vaccination,  and 
the  benefits  of  its  extenfive  diffufion, 
we  cannot  but  congratulate  the  publick 
upon  the  folidity  with  which  this  mo.fl 
excellent  In  dilution  is  now  eflablifhed  ; 
as  it  has  -manifefted  the  utmoft  activity, 
perfeverance,  and  uncommon  ardour 
for  the  laving  of  human  life,  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  final  extermina¬ 
tion  of  the  Saiall-pox,  by  univerfally 
diffem  mating  the  mild,  uninfeclious,- 
and  certain  preservative  againft  that 
cruel  diforder.  fWe  therefore  confider 
this  Chariiv  as  deferving  of  the  highefl 
praife,  and,  in  a  natural  as  well  as 
benevolent  point  of  view,  entitled  not 
only  to  the  united  encouragement  of  all 
ranks,  but  to  the  attention  and  fupport 
of  Government  alfo,  fhould  it  be  ne- 
ceffary.  Vaccina. 
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